
Evans City Borough Council Meeting 
Monday, November 5, 2018 

 
Members in attendance were as follows: 
 
Coucilman Dyer  Councilwoman Armstrong Councilwoman Parenti 
Councilwoman Natali Councilman Otto  
 
As well as: 
Mayor Zinkhann Aaron Walker, ECVFD  Sean Gallagher, Solicitor 
John Rogers, EDCO Park  Joe Weltner, Water/Sewer Authoritiy 
Mark Gordon, Butler Co. Development and Planning   
 
Council President Lee Dyer called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. followed by the pledge of allegiance.   
 
Public Session  
 
Diana Zoelle spoke about the successful petitions for the Breakneck Creek project, she will be sending 
around flyers for a public meeting with an engineer 
 
Edna Spithaler inquired about sending a letter to Forward Twp. regarding the plowing of May Lane. 
Councilman Dyer advised her that the letter was here to be signed this evening.  
 
Jack Beers asked council if there is anything that can be done about the signs on telephone poles or 
signs because they are an eyesore and cause a littering problem. Councilman Dyer said that he believes 
there is already an ordinance in place for this but Solicitor Gallagher said he would look into it.  
 
Rita Reifenstein said that it has made a big difference since the new crosswalk signs have been put in by 
the school. She also thanked the police for the work they did on Halloween.    
 
Jim Marburger was concerned about brush needing to be cut down because it was hard to see when 
driving.  Councilman Dyer stated that it was cut down, but it is a police matter.  Mr. Marburger also 
commented on a man across the street leaving junk everywhere.  Councilman Dyer replied that the 
Code Enforcement Officer had been there and it was his understanding that the man had some health 
issues, but it was being addressed.   
 
Councilman Dyer read a letter to Seneca Valley School Board regarding the decision to stay involved in 
the closing of the Evans City School. He suggested putting together a committee of community members 
and officials to start a conversation about getting involved in that decision.   
 
Mr. Mark Gordon, Butler County Chief of Economic Development and Planning was a guest speaker.  He 
had previously met with Councilman Dyer and spoke about the closing of Evans City School and 
revitalization. He encouraged residents and officials to meet and brainstorm to discuss how to improve 
upon our area.  His main advice was to get a comprehensive plan of what we want our community to 
reflect, to get a subset of people to brainstorm, and to pay attention to other things going on within the 
county.  He commented that the county would be more than willing to facilitate some of this.   
 
 



Councilman Dyer read a letter to Jay Rape, Supervisor of Forward Township.  The letter rescinds the 
borough’s cooperative agreement regarding the snow plowing of May Lane.  Councilwoman Armstrong 
made a motion to approve the letter.  Councilwoman Natali seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
 
Councilman Dyer reads letter to Cypher and Cypher regarding the situation of when a borough secretary 
leaves, an audit must be conducted.  Since our audit will be done in another 6 or 7 weeks, it will not be 
necessary.  Councilwoman Armstrong made a motion to approve the letter.  Councilman Otto seconded 
the motion.  Motion carried.   
 
Councilwoman Armstrong made a motion to approve the minutes from the October 1, 2018 Council 
Meeting as presented.  Councilwoman Natali seconded the motion.  Motion carried.   
 
Solicitor Gallagher suggested that current Borough Secretary Carly Pelliccioni sign the minutes of the 
October 1, 2018 Council Meeting.  Councilwoman Armstrong amended her motion. Councilwoman 
Natali seconded the motion.  Motion carried.   
 
Councilwoman Natali made a motion to approve the minutes from the October 15, 2018 Special 
Meeting as presented. Councilman Otto seconded the motion.  Motion carried.   
 
Councilwoman Armstrong made a motion to approve payment of the bills as presented.  Councilwoman 
Parenti seconded the motion.  Motion carried.   
 
EDCO Park – Financials were given to council members. John Rogers from EDCO Park said that the Purse 
bash fundraiser is now sold out. He stressed having the pool construction project done before summer.  
 
Fire Department – Report given to Council.  They have responded to 13 calls in October and 223 calls for 
the year. They had a successful boot drive on October 12, raising $2,600.  The Halloween parade was 
also a success. They are going to be upgrading their radios which cost close to $100,000.  After grants 
and subsidy, that leaves a $22,000 bill.  The fire department is asking the borough to split this bill.  
Councilman Dyer asked that Council take a look at the budget and make a recommendation for the next 
Council Meeting.    
 
Water and Sewer Authority – Joe Weltner mentioned that the previous representative from Callery had 
resigned and Bob Dugan has been recommended as the new representative there and it is going well.  
He also mentioned the rough draft for the expansion of 30 new homes.   
 
Councilwoman Armstrong made a motion to approve Bob Armstrong’s position for the Water and Sewer 
Authority.  Councilwoman Natali seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  
 
Public Works – Report given to council. Norm said that he and Councilman Otto attended a very 
informational MS4 Stormwater class. Norm showed pictures he had taken of May Lane showing that the 
right side is Forward Twp.  He also stated that the leaf box is on the truck and they have started picking 
up leaves.  Suggested putting notices out for residents on doors and on webpage. He said that the street 
sweeper came, and talked about checking on the bill. Norm said that the mower went down again and 
discussed quotes for a new mower.     
 
Councilwoman Armstrong made a motion to approve the purchase of a new mower for the price of 
$4,450.  Councilman Otto seconded the motion.  Motion carried.   



Norm also stated that the furnace is down in the garage.  He got a quote from Kohl hearting to replace it 
and is going to get two other quotes.  John Rogers is going to look into getting the Borough a better 
deal.  
 
Solicitor’s Report – Solicitor Gallagher reviewed the $200 EIT tax credit as a small thank you to our 
firefighters. Councilwoman Armstrong motioned to approve the advertisement for the tax credit. 
Councilwoman Natali seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  
 
Mayor’s report – There were 122 calls for police service in Evans City Borough in October.  The Mayor 
had a call about a resident needing a handicapped parking place and there was some concern whether 
or not his was legally handicapped. Solicitor Gallagher is going to take a look into the ordinance and 
report back.  
 
Code enforcement – Councilman Dyer traveled around with Code Enforcement Officer Kevin Harancher. 
They came across an overhang at Schoeffel’s Market that needed serious attention, however it had been 
tied up in some legal issues.  Councilman Dyer stated now that it was under new ownership he 
anticipated improvements would be made.   
 
Emergency management – Councilman Dyer stated that we now have a cooperative agreement in place 
with Connoquenessing, Connoquenessing Township and Forward Township.  Councilwoman Armstrong 
said that their meeting was very productive, they got a lot worked out as far as the budget.  She also 
said that Councilman Otto and Daniel Cox, Emergency Management Coordinator for the 
Connoquenessing Valley Regional Emergency Management Agency, would be working on some of the 
web design aspect of the development.  Councilwoman Armstrong stated that they still need five 
officers and are still working on the job descriptions for those positions.   
 
Councilwoman Natali gave an update on the insurance situation.  She said she spoke with a couple of 
different brokers but neither could come anywhere close to the current coverage that is offered to 
employees so at this time we are not switching.  However, she said she did speak to one broker to 
possibly get things together for next year to maybe come close to what we are paying.   
 
President’s Report – Councilman Dyer stated that in the interest of due diligence we will be interviewing 
and bidding out all work next year.   
 
Councilman Dyer also stated that somehow someone had obtained access to the secretary’s office.  
There had been incidents where lights were off, computers were off, and then everything was on, copies 
were made, and it was unsure how that happened and who was doing it.  Since it is unknown who was 
doing it, the office has been secured.  The keys have been changed, and those who have them have 
been limited, computer passwords altered, and the access door to the police has been secured as well.  
The office must be protected due to matters such as confidentiality and monetary reasons.   
 
Councilwoman Parenti spoke about the 2019 budget.  She passed out a draft for the members of council 
to review.  Councilman Dyer advised that the net income line is actually a contingency fund earmarked 
for the streets. He asked water and sewer to take a look and make sure there weren’t any issues on their 
end to do any upcoming street projects.  He reviewed the rest of the budget with council.  
 
Mayor Zinkhann stated he saw in last month’s minutes that the vacation hours of former Borough 
Secretary Nadine Grabe were to be voted on at this meeting.  Councilman Dyer motioned to table 



discussion of Ms. Grabe’s vacation hours until the next meeting.  Councilwoman Parenti seconded the 
motion.  There was some disagreement about the when an employee should be paid their vacation time 
and at 7:32 p.m. Councilwoman Armstrong made the motion to go into a short executive session.  
Councilwoman Parenti seconded the motion.  Motion carried.   
 
Councilwoman Armstrong made a motion to return to public session at 7:45 p.m.  Councilwoman Natali 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried.   
 
Councilman Dyer made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 p.m.  Councilwoman Armstrong 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried.   
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
  
 
Carly Pelliccioni 
Borough Secretary 


