
Evans City Borough Council Meeting 
 

October 1, 2018 
 
 
Council President, Lee Dyer called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. followed by the pledge of allegiance.  
 
Members in attendance were as follows: 
 
 Councilwoman Parenti                   Councilman Dyer   Councilwoman Natali 
 Councilwoman Armstrong   Councilman Otto 
 
As well as:  Mayor Zinkhann     Sean Gallagher (Solicitor)    Aaron Walker (FD) 
  Tom Smith 
 
Public Session: Edna Spithaler would like an update on the status of Evans City taking back responsibility of snow 
plowing on May Lane.  Councilman Dyer explained that all Evans City needs to do is send a letter to Forward Township 
to notify them that they will be plowing and maintaining May Lane.  Last month her husband commented on the weeds 
that were overgrown, he took it upon himself to cut them back today because it hadn’t been done by the Public Works. 
 
Paul Foster had some comments on budget planning since he knows that October is when the Borough starts working 
on the budget.  He would like to see the Council add a contingency line item to their budget because in 20 years when 
the income from the sale of water/sewer assets is discontinued there will be a “rainy day fund” that the borough could 
draw on.   
  
Daniel Cox is here to answer any questions that anyone has regarding the emergency management agreement.  Once 
all of the municipalities have the moving forward they are tentatively looking at October 15th to have the official meeting 
to sign off on the agreement.  Sean Gallagher has a resolution for Councils approval this evening which authorizes the 
Council President to sign any/all necessary paperwork and adopt Ordinance 569 for the Intergovernmental Agreement.  
Councilwoman Armstrong made such motion.  Councilwoman Natali seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
 
Rita Reifenstein has been attending meetings inquiring about the cross walk at the school and still has seen no action 
taken in remedying the issue at hand.  Councilman Dyer authorized Public Works to purchase crossing signs, however 
Mr. Nelson is not here this evening but he will follow up with him to find out where they are.  Her second concern is the 
Elementary School is now confirmed to be moved out of the Borough in the coming years.  Borough Council has a huge 
job ahead of them as to what happens with the building.  She wants to see Council take action now as to not wait until 
the school is actually moving.  Councilman Dyer also commented that many suggestions have been discussed on what 
sort of things could happen at that location.  He is meeting with officials regarding the future of that building and that 
property.  Her third concern is that all of Council and the employees as well as the residents need to change the attitude 
with how everyone works together.   
 
Michael Kopera asked if he installed a temporary garage does he need a building permit?  He said it was a metal roof 
temporary structure.  Councilwoman Armstrong commented that he would need one but they would check with Kevin 
Harancher and get back to him to be certain. 
 
Diana Zoelle suggested that our Council talk with Saxonburg Borough in regards to the revitalization of our community.  
Councilman Dyer explained that he has talked to many communities and his understanding is that the municipality needs 
to have a lot of funds for matching funds before any of that would happen.  She spoke with the Corp of Engineers about 
having Breakneck Creek dredged and they said it was very effective in preventing flooding.  She would like to see Evans 
City apply for grants to have this done in the future. 
 



Tom Smith representing the Evans City Seven Fields Regional Police Department is here to present copies of the 2019 
Budget.  This year’s budget represents a 4.4% increase from 2018.  The Budget allocates funds for a 4th full time officer, 
a second plate reader to be leased over a 5 year period, a new lease on a 2018 Ford Interceptor, three body cameras, 
replacement of the old computer towers, $12,000.00 is allocated for training and conferences.  The Commission does 
have a “rainy day fund” currently in the amount of approximately $75,000.00 or 10%.  A chart was handed out to council 
members showing the benefits of the Regional Department over the past years.  Councilwoman Natali inquired about the 
lack of current training of officers, since the current budget shows that no expenditures have been made in 2018 for 
officer training.   She expresses her thoughts on how important training is for the officers and Mr. Smith commented that 
the Commission members vote on sending officers to training and they must have voted against it this year because of 
lack of coverage.  Councilwoman Natali is also concerned about the turnover of officers and lack of the commission 
replacing officers when there are gaps in the coverage.   
 
Councilwoman Armstrong made a motion to approve the minutes from the September 4, 2018 Council Meeting as 
presented.  Councilman Otto seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
 
Councilwoman Armstrong made a motion to approve payment of the bills as presented.  Councilwoman Natali seconded 
the motion.  Motion carried. 
 
EDCO Park – Financials were given to council members.  Councilwoman Armstrong questioned the redacted copies of 
clearances that were submitted because the names have also been redacted. Cindy Caldwell will ask the Authority 
Human Resources what their thoughts are on the issue.  Cindy also updated Council on the start of de-construction of 
tearing out the baby pool and the sidewalks.  Construction should be starting tomorrow.   
 
Fire Department – Report given to council.  They have responded the 30 calls last month with a total of 210 calls so far 
this year.  The pancake breakfast held during Oktoberfest was a huge success again this year, and they also had a 
junior member that completed his senior project which was a car show held at the Forward Township building and raised 
over $3,000.00 for the department.  The department will be holding a boot drive in town on October 12, 2018 from 3:30 
to 6:00 p.m.  
 
Water/Sewer Authority – Eric Batykefer submitted his resignation as the Callery representative on the Authority.  
Councilwoman Armstrong made a motion to accept the resignation.  Councilwoman Parenti seconded the motion.  
Motion carried. 
 
Public works – Report given to council. 
 
Mayor Zinkhann has received some complaints about tar & chip debris on the sidewalks since Mars Evans City Road 
has been paved.  Residents are concerned that they will ruin their shoes walking through that.   
 
Solicitor’s Report – He presented a draft ordinance to enact the tax credit ordinance at the November Council meeting.  
Councilman Dyer wants to chat with the Fire Department prior to passing the ordinance.   
 
The solicitor also has a cease and desist letter to send to a resident that is conducting a business in an R2 Residential 
Zoning district.  If Council wished to send the letter he will do so.  Councilwoman Natali made a motion to take no action 
on the letter at this time.  Councilman Otto seconded the motion.  Mike Kopera spoke to the issue he and his family have 
with the business located where it is. He thinks it should be moved to a commercial area where there is parking available 
and it doesn’t interrupt his sick wife and her lifestyle.  RJ Volz rebutted with the fact that he sells the pumpkins to save 
money for his kid’s college fund.  He used to have a parking spot until Borough Council decided to remove it after Mr. 
Kopera complained.  The dogs that Mr. Kopera complains about barking are his dogs that bark all the time.   Motion 
carried.  Solicitor Gallagher will be responding to the letter only notifying that no action will be taken on the matter. 
 
Councilwoman Natali made a motion to pass the resolution limiting time for public speaking at Council Meetings.  
Councilwoman Armstrong seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 



Mayor’s report – There were 122 calls for service in Evans City Borough in September.  The Commission will have the 
rest of the report at their meeting in two weeks.  He has also received calls on garbage and high weeds at different 
locations around town.  He is wondering if a letter can be sent by Council to these residents in lieu of the Borough having 
someone taking care of Code Enforcement.  Councilman Dyer announced that Kevin Harancher has volunteered to take 
on this duty starting at the same rate the previous Code Officer was performing these duties.  He would like to 
recommend that Council approve that at this time.  Councilwoman Armstrong made a motion to approve Mr. Harancher 
as the new Code Officer.  Councilwoman Parenti seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
 
Human Resources – Grafix Business Solutions, Inc. had quoted for replacement of the Secretary’s Computer and the 
Public Works Computer at a cost of $3,707.00.  Councilwoman would like to make a motion to authorize the purchase of 
these new computers for the Borough.  Councilwoman Natali seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
 
Councilwoman Armstrong made a motion to set Trick or Treat hours from 6 – 8 p.m on October 31, 2018.  The 
Halloween parade will be held on October 25th at 6:30 p.m.  Councilman Otto seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
 
Councilman Dyer explained that the copier that the Borough and the Police Department share will be replaced soon.   
Chief McCombs made Council aware that the Police Department’s new copier was in the building and would be installed 
this week.   
 
Nadine Grabe, Borough secretary requested that the remaining vacation hours be paid since she didn’t have enough 
time to utilize them.  Councilman Dyer said he didn’t see why that wouldn’t be possible but wanted to review and vote on 
it at the next meeting. 
 
Borough Secretary, Nadine Grabe submitted her resignation to all members of Council.  Councilwoman Armstrong made 
a motion to accept her resignation.  Councilwoman Natali seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
 
Councilwoman Armstrong made a motion to adjourn to executive session at 7:20 p.m.  Councilwoman Parenti seconded 
the motion.  Motion carried. 
 
Councilwoman Armstrong made a motion to return to public session at 8:25 p.m.  Councilwoman Parenti seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried. 
 
Councilwoman Armstrong made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 p.m.  Councilwoman Natali seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Nadine Grabe 
Borough Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 


