
 

 

Evans City Borough Special Meeting 
 

April 2, 2018 
 
 
Council President, Lee Dyer called the regular meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. followed by the pledge of allegiance.  
 
Members in attendance were as follows: 
 
Councilman McKinney  Councilwoman Parenti   Councilwoman Armstrong                 
Councilman Dyer   Councilwoman Natali 
 
As well as:  Mayor Zinkhann     Mike Gallagher (Solicitor)  Norman Nelson   Tom Smith 
  John Rodgers (EDCO)  Aaron Walker (Fire Dept) 
 
Public Session: Brandon Pierce attended to propose his Eagle Scout Project to erect and install an outdoor brick grill 

area at one of the EDCO Park Pavilion areas.  He intends to have some sort of locking mechanism on the grill area so 

that when the pavilion isn’t being rented it wouldn’t be able to be used.  All of Council was supportive of Brandon’s plans 

to add improvements to the Park. 

 

Melanie Richter, representing the VFW 499 here in Evans City wanted to present a check for $2,500.00 to EDCO Park 

to be used for renovations or additions at the park.  Councilman Dyer asked what the fundraiser was, and Ms. Richter 

stated that it was ongoing fundraisers throughout the year.  

 

Councilman McKinney made a motion to accept the Minutes from March 5th and March 26, 2018 as presented.  

Councilwoman Natali seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  

 

Councilman McKinney made a motion to approve the bills as presented.  Councilwoman Armstrong seconded the 

motion.  Motion carried. 

 

Police Report – Police Administrator, Tom Smith attended the meeting to present the 2017 4th Quarter Budget Analysis 

as well as the 2018 1st Quarter Budget Analysis.  There were 93 calls for service in Evans City Borough in March and 

120 calls for service in Seven Fields Borough.  2017 Highlights for the Police Department were that they went from 5 

cars to 4 cars, Evans City’s Contribution was reduced by $2,386.96 because of a credit from the Non-Uniformed Pension 

Plan overage being transferred to the Police Pension Plan.  Projected District Court Revenue was $20,000.00 and only 

received $10,754.14 was received, he wants everyone to realize that some are set up on payment plans and it’s very 

difficult to project what the amount will be that is actually received.  Seneca Valley Reimbursement was slightly over 

budget because of a few special events that were covered by our officers.  As far as expenses go, we ended the year 

under budget of $107,611.44.  A portion of that will be allotted for the new radios that Butler County will be requiring in 

2018 and this budget also included a Full Time officer that the Commission held off on hiring in 2017.  Some member of 

the Commission inquired about a reimbursement being made to each community, that topic will be discussed no later 

than the 3rd Quarter 2018.   

 

First and foremost, the Commission has gone to 4 full time officers which is a major improvement, which stops the 

carousel of hiring part time officers.  We get them on board we train them and then they leave us and move on to 

another department.  We have been able to limit that, we have done a really good job of keeping most of our officers for 



 

 

a minimum of 2 years.  After the 1st Quarter we are at 30% spending.  The Part-Time wage line item show an excess 

with the Chief being out on a medical leave since December 19, 2017 until July 2018, we have also hired 2 new officers 

that were required to complete 320 hours of Field Training with Officer Drake on active duty now and Officer Conti 

completing his training in the next few days normal part time hours will kick in for 35 – 39 hours a week.  That line item 

should come more into line as far as part time officer usage.  He also noted that he is reimbursing that line item with the 

Chiefs wages by half.  The Solicitor’s rate has been fixed at $15,000.00 and his wage has also been set at $17,000.00.  

He thinks that overall the Commission is on track, they are in early negotiations with another municipality about police 

services that would be very beneficial for the Police Commission.  He is hopeful that in 2019 there will be an additional 

Full Time officer added to further alleviate the need for part time officers. Mr. Smith expressed that most of the officers 

have stayed from the onset of the regionalization, having Officer Mills, Gilotty and Mondzelewski who have been here 

from the very beginning.  

 

Rick Reifenstein inquired on what the length of the officers contracts are?  Once the officer is hired do they have a 

contracted time that they are committed to our department?  Mr. Smith explained that practice is not a benefit because 

Officers would not even want to work here because of that.   

 

Fire Department – March was a fairly uneventful month.  The Department held their Cabin Fever Reliever fundraiser that 

was put on by the Auxiliary.  There is a committee from Council reviewing the opportunity of some tax savings for the 

volunteers that reside in Evans City Borough.   

 

EDCO Park – John Rogers explained that the park again applied for a grant from Butler County that they would be glad 

to provide the matching portion to that again this year.  Councilman Dyer explained that the Borough received a letter 

from Butler County today rejecting the Grant Application.  April 28th will be the Park Beatification Day at EDCO Park.  

The public is encouraged to come out and help clean up the park, lunch will be provided.  Peoples Gas will be donating 

up to $2,000.00 for the purchase of a beverage or a pastry purchased from P & B Sweets and Treats located inside 

Violas Market in Evans City.  John Rogers explained that he does not check his email daily and requested that 

correspondence also be sent to Cindy Caldwell so that things aren’t missed.  There was information that has been 

requested by the Borough and discussion was had regarding such information.   

 

The Park is requesting permission to have the parking lot in front of the pool tar and chipped.  Councilman Dyer asked if 

the Authority would be covering the cost of this.  Cindy Caldwell expressed that the services were to be donated by 

Roenigk Bus Company.  Councilman McKinney made a motion to approve the request to have the parking lot tar & 

chipped.  Councilwoman Armstrong seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

 

Councilman McKinney made a motion to authorize Councilman Dyer to sign a letter authorizing Nadine Grabe to sign 

the title for the 2004 Dump Truck to be transferred to the Water & Sewer Authority at their convenience.  Councilwoman 

Parenti seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

 

Public Works – Report given to council.  Street Committee meeting will meet on April 5, 2018 @ 9a.m. at the Borough 

Garage.  Three parking meters were removed for the midblock crosswalk.  Lines and curbs for the crosswalks will be 

painted as soon as the weather permits.  Councilman Dyer explained to Mr. Nelson that in the future if there were issues 

with his cell phone that the Borough is paying for warranty repairs and this service should be taken advantage of in lieu 

of purchasing a new phone in the future. Councilwoman Natali asked if the No Soliciting signs had been replaced.  Mr. 

Nelson explained he would take care of that this month. 



 

 

Mayor’s Report – Mayor Zinkhann said there were still some issues with the police parking in front of our office.  At one 

time there had been discussion to remove meters so that the police could park their personal cars on the side of the 

building.  Councilman Dyer said they have all been issued parking permits for their personal vehicles.  The Library 

allowed two spaces for parking of the police cars, so he doesn’t understand what the issue is.   

 

HRG – No one present from the Engineer office, however we have received all of the documentation regarding the MS4 

permit which is good for five years.  Mr. Nelson will be keeping a binder on any repairs and/or improvements that are 

made throughout the year. 

 

Solicitors Report – He was asked to review the issue of 3 or more council members attending the Park Board or 

Water/Sewer Authority meetings constitute a public meeting of council and require compliance with the Sunshine Act 

and requirements of Public Notice.  It is their opinion that in most circumstances three or more members of Council may 

attend meetings of EDCO Park or the WSA and participate in those meetings.  It is their position that affairs of an 

Authority that is created by the Borough are subject to vigorous inquiry from individual members of Council and their 

collective roles as fact finders as well as their individual roles as citizens, residents and tax payers of the Borough.  So 

long as the Supervisors do deliberate on official action and/or take official action when three or more gather there exist 

no Sunshine Act violation.  Deliberate or official action can be described in a single sentence is to discuss Borough 

Business, make a decision or establish policy.  One of the stated purposes of the Sunshine Act is to prohibit secret 

meeting about Borough business.  So as long as Council members that gather at public or private events are mindful of 

that prohibition and focus their energy on the matter at hand, be it a meeting of the Authority, a public or private function, 

whatever it may be, and refrain from discussing Borough business, then there is no violation of the Sunshine Act.  A 

short summary of the law will be available at the borough office if there are any further questions regarding this topic.   

 

Councilwoman Natali commented that any and all executive sessions should be made available to all Council Members 

as well as the Solicitor.  If members of Council cannot or choose not to attend that is on them, but the invitation should 

be made to all members prior to the meeting.  The executive session that is in question is clearly ratified in the Council 

minutes that are available online.  Councilman Dyer explained that it was an impromptu meeting and that is why it was 

ratified at the next available publicly announced meeting.   

 

FEMA is adopting new Flood Plain Regulations.  DCED has given us preliminary approval to adopt a new Ordinance that 

was advertised in the Butler Eagle and posted at the front of the office.  An Ordinance requiring all persons, 

partnerships, business and incorporations to obtain a permit for any construction or development : providing for the 

issuance of such permits; setting forth certain minimum requirements for new construction and development within areas 

of the Borough of Evans City which are subject to flooding; and establishing penalties for any persons who fail, or refuse 

to comply with, the requirements or provisions of this Ordinance.  Councilman McKinney made the motion to pass the 

Ordinance as presented.  Councilwoman Armstrong seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  

 

RJ Volz questioned the solicitor regarding the parking in the alley by his home and fence that was supposed to be 

changed and has not been altered to date. 

 

Human Resource Committee – Councilman Dyer has removed himself from the HR Committee and has asked Faye 

Parenti to step in with Kim Armstrong to fulfill that commitment.  Councilwoman Armstrong also asked that John 

McKinney be added to the Library Committee as well.  The HR Committee has started to take a look at the employee 

manual to update some things.  They should have copies to members of Council at the May meeting for their review. 



 

 

The Library instituted a no smoking policy on the property.  They did designate an area outside, near the tower by the 

Police Department entrance for smoking.  They also reviewed the parking area for the police and the Borough Public 

works is to mark these areas.  They are applying for the Keystone Grant that the Borough may be asked to Co-sign for.  

The Nelson Foundation will be paying the matching portion of the grant should they be approved.   

 

C.W. Howard submitted the 2018-2019 Insurance renewal.  Councilman McKinney made a motion to authorize 

Councilman Dyer to sign the renewal.  Councilwoman Parenti seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  

 

Councilman Dyer requested from the Public Works an e-mail that they are in agreement of receiving the back pay 

amounts in multiple payments as opposed to one lump sum.  They will be paid over the next few pay periods.  

 

Three bids were submitted for Street Sweeping.  Municipal Contracting Service, Inc. was the low bid coming in at 

$115.00 per hour with a 4 hour minimum for each date.  

 

Councilwoman Natali attended the COG meeting.  LTAP was there and offered free assistance in installing or 

coordinating the locations of street signs.   

 

Councilman McKinney made a motion to allow the Flood Insurance coverage of $7,900.00 at the Borough Garage only 

to expire.  The contents in that building would be covered by the inland marine policy the Borough carries.  

Councilwoman Armstrong seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

 

Councilman McKinney made a motion to adjourn the meeting a t 7:13 p.m.  Councilwoman Parenti seconded the motion.  

Motion carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Nadine Grabe, 

Borough Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 


