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Dear Members,

Emotions and activities at the museum this summer have will be offered to those ambitious folks with perks yet to be

been at their heights. Most of our attention has been planned.

directed towards the purchase of the trolley station and

, . . .. It is our hope that our dream with the trolley station will
we've become a bit tired of holding our breath, waiting p Y

. . inspire some local citizens to join our group of histor
for the final transaction of that purchase. Meanwhile, p J group Y

associated activities have been planned for all the work preservers and continue those efforts in future pursuits of

ahead to bring the restoration into reality. Donors of those goals.
financial help as well as physical assistance with destruction  Ryckx REIFENSTEIN
and construction have been pledged from the community  pyusident

and members everywhere. We have been humbly grateful

for people’s concern in preserving this historic artifact.

Our work hasn't stopped there and will not cease
until we're satisfied that the trolley station is a fine IN MEMORIUM

representation of its original state. To attain our goal,

Ellen Kline & Mr & Mrs W C Rahiser
by Doug ¢ Nancy Leonburg

Rita and I visited a trolley museum near Altoona across
from the Broad Top Railroad Museum. We explored their
Earla Mae Rahiser

by John & Tracy Voelzke

collection and rode one of their trolleys. Next, we got to
visit the Pittsburgh Trolley Museum, where we made some
valuable contacts with their archivist and interested on-

site workers. We saw their new acquisition, the Wexford Marge Burek
Trolley Station which is ready for visitors. Director, Scott 4 Dt Wl
Becker and archivist Bill Fronczek have been and will be John Wiest
great assets to our endeavor. by Jancie West

A local salvage business has been targeted by me to be

on the look out for specific era related articles that may
replicate the original furnishings. On this regard, we will
have to use our imagination, because photos of the interior
are mostly nonexistent. We also plan some promotional
activities to inspire and recruit volunteers to help with the
labor ahead, most of which are sweat-related cleaning and
destruction of the existing interior facilities. Some rewards
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Many of you who receive this newsletter, both from

near and far, may not know who started our Evans City
Historical Society and the why and how. Concerning our
resent projects, we feel it is necessary to bring you this
history of our organization, its goals and who has brought
us this far since its inception.

Originally, the Historical Society, as such, was totally
contained within the Library Association. Locally relevant
artifacts were donated without an appropriate place

to contain and display them. It was then that it was
realized that not only a display space was needed, but an
organization to supervise and control their presentation.

In 1985, the Evans City Public Library board formed

a committee to collect historical data of Evans City.
William Sweeney from the Mars Historical Society kindly
discussed the formation of a similar society in Evans

City. Interested people present were Miss Ellen Klein,
Miss Jean Sutton, Dr and Mrs Thomas Nicholas, Mr and
Mrs Oliver Cashdollar. Mr Sweeney informed us that our
purpose was the most important thing for consideration.
Among the ideas were collecting of artifacts, preservation
of historical buildings and oral histories. As well the group
was interested in establishing a museum to display artifacts

and as a place to maintain town and family histories.

By February 1988 the Evans City Historical Society was
incorporated separately and an official letterhead was
designed. Items collected by the Library were handed over
to the Historical Society and stored in rooms above Viola’s

Grocery.

Evans City Historical Society:
Where We Came From

jociety members are taking the firat steps toward

irganizing a musenm of local history, and invite

rolunteer help and donations of wemorabifia, Cata-
oging material in the' Evans City Borongh Build-
ng, where the maseum will be Iscated, are mu-

JRGANIZING MUSEUM — Evans City Bistorical

seum - committee members Barle King, Jean
Pressau, Jim Ripper and Ellen Kline, Anyone wish-

- ing to donate items or display cases, or to help with

the museum may call King at 538-8188 or Ripper
at 538-3076. et S
: S Phato by Ray Thempson

The guest speaker at the very first membership gathering

was Bill Fronczek, author, “Interurban Transit in

Pittsburgh”, the Trolley system.

Opver the years our Society has provided many items

of interest for sale to members, helping to preserve the

memories of our town. The miniature replica of town

homes, business and churches have been very popular. The

third updated edition “History of Evans City” is available

and makes a great gift.

EVANS CITY HISTORICAL SCCIETY

REo



EVANS CITY HISTORICAL SCIETY

AUGUST 2023 | NEWSLETTER

 LEADING HISTORICAL SOCIETY — New offi- King and treasurer Mary Barnes. The society,
- cers of the Evans City Historical Society are, from - which was organized two years ago, recently heid
- left: seated, rnr:sn_dml Milt Gress and vice presi-  its first annual dinner and published its first news-
dent Ellen Kline; and standing, secretary Margaret  letier. Photo bv Rav Thomnsnn

Present at first annual membership dinner, 1989: Milton Gross,
Pres, Ellen Klein, VB, Margaret King, Sec, Mary Barnes, Trea.

Under President Milton Gross in 1989, the board
worked to preserve the Miller Hotel. The building was
purchased by Patrick Boylan and offices were established
for Magistrate Leon Gan on the first floor. A transom
was donated to our Museum. That year the first annual
membership dinner was held and the Society’s first
newsletter was published. Officers were Milton Gross,
Pres, Ellen Klein, VP, Margaret King, Sec, Mary Barnes,
Trea. Other board members were Fred Bartok, Randolph,
Pfeifer, and Martha Burkett.

History
of

Fvans Cliy Aren Histortent Sockety
2020 Edition
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Museum Opening, 1990.

A Museum became a reality in 1990. A search for a
location was made. By October the borough building on
Wahl Ave was chosen. Furnishings such as display cases
were purchased, the first of many. The museum was

housed in one room on the second floor.

One of our most treasured collections was obtained in
1991. A collection of Jim Campbell’s hats was obtained
and first displayed. Other collections include art for both
Art Ripper and Chuck Ripper and current Evans City
artist Barry Spithaler. Artifacts include a buffet from the
Evans City Hotel, handmade corner cupboard by master
builder Zeno, desk from the Irvine family and Citizens
Bank.
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Family Records

Family records of Evans City families is a large part of the
records maintained by your Historical Society. Newspaper
clippings help create family files. In addition, many
families have donated genealogy records to add to a more
complete family history.

The Historical Society has presented many wonderful
and varied programs for members of the years. There are
at least 4 programs presented every year. Members are
encouraged to join together in February, September and
November for programs that are informative, and many
times presented as a round table to let members talked
about their experiences here in town. Once a year the

annual dinner is held along with a program.

AO -0d RAY THOMPSON PHOTO
Tom Davidson, left, George Marburger, Oliver day. Titled “Evans City Area's Groatest Genera-
Gashdollar, Ed Wahl and Phil Hirschy, World War tion,” it was hald Monday in Evans Gity's American
Il veterans, participate in a panel discussion Mon-  Legion hall. k.. £ ¢ ifl=r = A

THOMPSON/SPEGIAL TO THE EA

Jean McMillen, left, and Carl Jones, both of Library on Jack Street, The museum forme
Evans City, look over a display during a recent was housed in the borough building on W
spen house at the Evans City Historical Soci- Avenue.

sty’'s museum in the rear of the Evans City

Topics have included presentations on western PA
history like:

Deprecation Lands Museum, Sue Spanny
Massay Harbison, Drenda Gestkowski

Biddle boys, Bill May
Murdering Town, Carl Roberson, Charlie Watson

Muddy Creek oil fields, Cindy Webrsck, Joy Gray One
Room Schools, round table

Indians of western PA, Dr Donald Kelly
Dulcimer Player, Ms Laughead

Homes of Evans City,
Night of the Living Dead, Gary Streiner

Buhl Family, Zelienople Historical Soc
Moraine State Park, Polly Shaw

Muzzleloader guns, Rick Rosenberg
Trolley Museum of Western PA, Bill Frenczak

There have been more than
100 programs presented
over the years.

Treasurer Dorolhy Marburger, center, explains  brated its 15th anniversary Saturday with a vari-
the World War | display at the Evans City His- ety of hisierical axhibits at its Wahl Avenue
torical Sociely office to Paul Peffer, a visiter who  office.

Brs s lives on Franklin Road. The organization cele-
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Your board has been very pleased with the interest and support shown by members over the years.

Thank Youl

September Member Meeting

You are invited to our September Member Meeting,
September 25, 2023 at 7pm at the Community Room, Evans
City Public Library.

E.r'er"rJhHHll'l :
EDUCATION Cfires

We will be welcoming The Jennings Environmental
Education Center as our guest speaker.

The Center will be presenting updated information on the
Jennings Nature Reserve and their trails and prairies, Foltz
One Room School House restoration and other parts of
their program and facilities.
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