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Dear Members,

We look to the changing seasons with mixed emotions.
Some of us reluctantly bid farewell to the long, warms days
of summer with the joys of harvest and those who enjoy
winter sports and cooler temperatures will welcome fall
and days of falling leaves and snow. Whichever season you
enjoy, the latter is like a springboard, launching us into

the many holidays that this season brings. After carving
pumpkins and handing out treats for those costumed
“trickers”, we often turn to Veterans Day to honor those
who gave their time and often their lives to allow us the
freedom to enjoy those seasons to the fullest. We then also
give thanks to their forebears, who founded the original

colonies in this land of plenty, on Thanksgiving.

Perhaps, one of the important events celebrated around
Halloween has been the Living Dead Fest, started in

2005 in EDCO Park. It is now held in Harmony at the
Steamfitters Union Building as it has grown to include

all of George Romero’s films. Let us not forget that a
groundbreaking epic in motion pictures and following
genres, was filmed right here in Evans City. Regardless of
anyone’s taste in entertainment, it has become a worldwide
cult following and a vital part of our history. To honor
The Night of the Living Dead and its filming, we have
designed a Christmas ornament, depicting the chapel as

it appeared in the movie. Demand for such memorabilia
has been sought after by visitors and fans of the film. Plans
have been made to offer them for sale at the Living Dead
Fest and at the Museum. They will be available for $20.

Last year’s sale of Evans City Christmas ornaments was
a success and we thought we had exhausted the trove we
uncovered in our collections. Further exploration and

discoveries at rummage sales has brought additional, but a
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limited amount of them that will be available for purchase
at the museum. The ornaments are $5. There are also
several other Evans City items available at the Museum.
Stop in Tuesdays to check them out.

Returning to our veterans, we will honor them this
November with a tribute by way of exploring the
Monument erected in their honor in the Evans City
Cemetery. You may have visited the cemetery to remember
loved ones buried there and pass by the tall structure in
the center of the oldest part of the cemetery, but have you
paused to remember and honor those souls enshrined
there? May be this year is the time to do so.

Rick REIFENSTEIN
President
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Evans City Historical Society
November Member Meeting

Guest Speaker, author Polly Shaw on: Pittsburgh Harmony Butler & New Castle Railway, The Harmony Route.

All are welcome to join your Historical Society for our November 27th Member Meeting. Learn about how it was

started, where it went to and the end of the line.

November 27th at 7pm in the Evans City Committee Room, Evans City Library.

A Short History of Evans City:

== 3 1889 Fire apparatus provided; St. John's Church was completed; Stone for walls
EVANSBURG EV&DS Clty’ PA brought by rail- transported by wagon from depot to East Main Street
in Butler Co. site. 4
"The Beginningﬂ 1890 Public lamps were ordered for streets; a Mr. Wahl was authorized to place
water pipes into Borough.
; 1891 The Evans City Cemetery Asso. Incorporated with 49 members.
1750 A campground site of the Delware Indians. 1893 Evans City district has three schools with one male and two-female
1796 Robert Boggs exchanged a mare for 400 acres of land and built a log teachers for 165 pupils; Total expenditures for 7 months: $2,082.96.
cabin. 1894 On August 29th in the Cemetery, the Soldiers Monument was dedicated
1804 Boggs Mill was erected and The Boggs Wagon was introduced. in memory of the 45 men from the area that died in the Civil War. It was
1820 The borough's first church, Amana Baptist was organized, March 22, 1820. believed, the country would never see another war.
1827 Pittsburg and Erie Line of mail stage coaches was operating thru Butler, The inscription reads:
PA. The muffled drums sad roll has beat
1836 Robert Boggs sold 200 acres of his farm and his mill to Thomas B. Evans. The soldiers last tattoo;
1838 T. B. Evans built a new mill and laid out a village called Evansburg. No more on life's parade shall meet
i} , That brave and fallen few.
1843 The "Gantz" tannery established by J. McIllwain. ; .
T ; - On fame's eternal camping-ground
1845 Ro‘?ert Boggs died in the. village at. age 72 years. An original member of Their silent tents are spread,
Plains Church, he was laid to rest in that cemetery. :
But glory guards, with solemn round,
1848 The Refc?rmed and L_u?;heran congregation was organized as a Union; Dr. THebivotacor the dea.
W. Sterritt was physician and surgeon; Butler Co. had 75 school
buildings. e W kW
5 e : 1 Mercantile interests represented by: Boggs and Kline; David
1856 Henry Mlckfybecaljng the first innkeeper when he openeihls lf'xorr(l; f.c;r Barto, R. Hudson, Henry J. Ifft, J.A. Ripper, W.D. Riggs, Smathers
weary tra\{e ers. This inn would also become the headquarters for Civi and Sutton, .M. White, D. Zeman.
p Wataecita: GENERAL MERCHANTS; L.N. Burry and Shoup Brothers.
1861 President Lincoln called for 75,000 men. Butler County's quota was One HARDWARE; The Oil Well Supply Co; W.C. Douglass, HARNESS
Company, to be known as "Butler Co. Blues; the first lease in Butler ete; Henry Young and ].W. Zinkham, FURNITURE DEALERS; J.
County for the purpose of boring for oil was granted; the number of and E. Dambach, LUMBER,; F.C. Buhl, AGRICULTURAL
schools in the county was 212 with 6,555 pupils; Robert Boggs of IMPLEMENTS; N. Allen and Barkey Bros. COAL DEALERS; Dr.
Evansburg was appointed Postmaster. J.M. List, DRUGGIST; Dr. H.M. Wilson, SURGEON; The OPERA
; ; i HOUSE owned by George Ifft and Son; Two Poolrooms operated
1876 N. Miller b k he County, kn the "Miller ’
e e e by T.A. Donaldson and the Keely Bros; Two RESTAURANTS by
’ ) ! S.E. Hogeland and J.M. White; The Citizens BANK.
1878 The Pittsburg anc.l Western Rallro.ad was c_ompleted th.ru the town with The village was enjoying the prosperity of it all.
much fanfare; this to become a vital link in transporting goods and R i I
people. J. Dambach and Sen Bank was in place as was the Henry Young
Store; the town council was concerned with growing needs; Z.T. Weise bk
was Chief of Police; the village was now a separate school district. Source of information: 1 gﬁ,“rﬁﬁ“‘ ;g};
1880  Tornado hit the village and carried away the roof of the Miller House. + Butler H}ismr)’ -'msd A
Biogra of 1895,
1881 Henry W. Stokey opened the "Central House" hotel, opposite the Miller SEER

» Evans City Museum
Files.
1882 Evans City was incorporated as a Borough; Edward Dambach elected « Atlas of Butler County
Burgess; Presbyterian Church founded out of Plains Church 1874,
congregation.

1884 E. Dambach, . Rohner and S.J. Irvine formed a state bank.
1888 A city "lock-up" was erected.

House; Butler Co. Teachers Assoc. was organized.

FILLER HOTEL-~BUILT TN 1876
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Soldiers Memorial Monument
Evans City Cemetary

The Soldiers Memorial at the Evans City Cemetery
was erected to perpetuate the memory of the brave
men who went into service from Jackson, Forward,
Connoquenessing, Lancaster, Adams Middlesex and Penn

Townships.

The Cemetery was incorporated in 1891. In 1892
the Memorial project was started by Captain William
Stewart Post No 573, GAR of Evans City. The plot in

the cemetery for the monument was donated by the

Evans City Cemetery Association. Solicitations were Soldiers Memorial Monument, Evans City Cemetary, 1893
made to collect funds. Enough money was collected to

warrant the appointment of a committee, consisting of The monument, of Quincy granite, is 19 feet 3 inches tall.
D B Douthett, John Rohner, Dr Willima Irvin, Edward It is surmounted by the figure of an eagle standing on a

Dambach, Enow Barkey, Captain ] P Boggs, H C Boggs globe. On one side is wreath of crossed swords and on the
and George Marburger. They were authorized to award the gy sides of the die are inscribed the names of the dead

contract and supervise the erection of the monument. On  hose memory the monument is designed to perpetuate.
December 6, 1893, the contract for the work was awarded They number 45 in all.

to ] B Evans of Evans City. The cost when completed was
about $1400. There is also inscribed on one side of the Soldiers

Monument in plain and enduring letters, these appropriate lines:

“The muffled drums sad roll has beat, The soldier’s last tattoo;
No more on lifes parade shall meet, That brave and fallen few.
On fames eternal camping-ground, Their silent tents are spread,
But glory guards, with solemn round, the bivouac of the dead.”

When the tornado went through Evans City in May 1985, the monument was damaged but
has been repaired.

Over the years many have visited this site for Memorial
Day or Veterans Day for the celebration of friend’s and
neighbor’s military service.
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Evans City Through the Eyes of Postcards

The popularity of Postcards from the 1880’s through the We are sharing with you some of the Postcards in our
1900’s was tremendous. These photos also help save a collection and their wide variety of views Evans City and
record of places, events and people that is unmatched. the people who lived here.

Sports has been a part of Evans City’s history forever. There have been a number of award-winning teams and
Baseball has been a favorite since the 1880’s. local sons that have gone one to play professional sports.

Many beautiful homes have been built in our town. Some The Glenn house is on the right, know for many beautiful

are still with us, some have been removed and some have rooms and its garage with a car turntable.
been transformed. Those on the left are East Main Street.
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Evans City Through the Eyes of Postcards cont.

Transportation was very important to the growth of our The train through Evans City brought many new people
country and our area. Of course, horses were paramount in  and things to our town.

this growth before the 1840’.

]
el BVANS

Main Street the hub of everything. The left picture is from  right photo is from 1909 and the Old Home Week parade
1908 and appears to be the paving of Main Street. The crossing Main Street. What a change.

Ariel views of towns was very popular. The left photo The trains and trolley brought many visitors to our town.
shows a very different view of our area. Notice the lack of ~ The right photo shows the three hotel that once grace the
trees on the hill. corners of Main and Washington.
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