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How did we get here?¢

Evans City, Harmony, Jackson Township, and Zelienople understand that costs of
needed capital improvements and the maintenance of existing stormwater
systems exceed their ability to fund. Since 2018, Evans City also has been spending
additional tax dollars due to an unfunded state mandate upon their stormwater
management responsibilities —i.e., PADEP’s Municipal Separate Storm Sewer
System (MS4) compliance program. In fime, the other three municipalities are
anficipated to become similarly regulated.

For the three boroughs, the only way to increase investment in stormwater work is
to either reduce other municipal services (such as street maintenance and public
safety) and/or raise taxes. Under Pennsylvania state law, only municipal authorities
and townships of the second class (including Jackson) can levy a stormwater fee.

The four communities collaboratively determined they would be best served by a
regional authority dedicated to stormwater work. As such, each community’s
governing body considered (via public meetings) and, ultimately, approved
resolutions creating the Southwest Butler Stormwater Authority.

wWWwWw.swbswa.com



Think of the SWBSWA as a regional ‘base-rate utility’ dedicated
oo to community stewardship through management/improvement
ormwater . : N
Authority of stormwater drainage infrastructure as well as facilitation of
surface water anti-degradation inifiatives across the

lower-Breakneck and Connoquenessing Creek watersheds.

Funding and Constructing
Infrastructure Improvements

f” |

\ Combating Flooding and
Drainage Failure

) § b Degradation through Best
WWW.swbswa.com Management Practices
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stormwater B! The base-rate utility concept:

¢ All properties (residential, non-residential, taxable, and tax exempt) within the
four communities are charged a monthly FEE based upon a determined
number of Equivalent Residential Units (ERUs).

One ERU = 4,000 square feet of impervious surface. This is the minimum ¢
impervious area assigned to each property (e.g., single-family dwelling).

& "Properties with significantly more impervious area are assigned additional
ERUs based on aerial photography measurements.

Based on a fee rate of $6.00/ERU/month, an owner of a single-family #
dwelling would pay $72.00/year to the SWBSWA.

& This process is anticipated to generate over $700,000 annually that SWBSWA
will leverage (through grants and low-interest municipal loans) to combat
flooding and drainage issues, make much-needed stormwater infrastructure
improvements, and facilitate surface water anti-degradation efforts along
Breakneck and Connoquenessing Creeks.
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SOUTHWEST BUTL

stormwater ST 2024 stormwater projects:

¢ Evans City
0 Elizabeth Avenue Conveyance Improvements $613,935
0 Infrastructure Assessment & GIS Implementation $66,500
0 Operation and Maintenance Manual (for MS4 Program) $25,000

/

¢ Jackson Township
0 Northgate Stormwater Improvements $634,950
0 Swampoodle Stormwater Mitigation & Wetland Enhancement $214,650
0 German Street Flooding Mifigation $274,750
0 Tollgate Basin Retrofits $172,150

Made Possible Primarily via Butler County Municipal Infrastructure
Program (MIP) Grants and Matching Local ARPA Funds.
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SOUTHWEST BUTL

stormwater ST 2024 stormwater projects:

¢ Harmony

0 Stormwater Management Engineering & Construction $819,950

0 Stormwater Management Repair/Maintenance $38,450
¢ Zelienople

0 High Street/Beaver Street Stormwater $400,000

0 Main Street Stormwater $182,800

0 Connoquenessing Creek Flooding Area Study $25,000

0 Stream Bank Study $18,000
¢ TOTAL (4 MUNICIPALITIES): $3,486,135

Made Possible Primarily via Butler County Municipal Infrastructure
Program (MIP) Grants and Matching Local ARPA Funds.

wWWwWw.swbswa.com




SOUTHWEST BUTLER

Stormwater

Authority

7 Jox v it 14 {“ ot 4 v s X ; A' S8NN\E
i 'i y R ‘ ! ; N P 4
9 4% “ 2 » » -. - 4 ‘!.. =3 '
by & ke % 5. ;" Sk
T ,{ 7 A o : v ¥ e f S R Ry ? 2 LT ',fY " {3 ‘}

&

SWBSWA Seeks Solutions fo Befter Protect Community Residents from
Emergency Flooding Events and Reduce Negative Impacts on their Assets
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I Elizabeth Avenue Conveyance
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SEakwater E’ Improvements (Evans City, Outfall 04)

:
it

Construction Completed April — July 2024;

$613,935 in Engineering (HRG) & Construction (JS Paris) Costs, Including CCTV Inspections;
Vitrified Clay Pipe Replaced with Modern, Smooth-Lined Corrugated Plasfic Pipe (SLCPP);

17 Catch Basins, Increased Hydraulic Capacity, Outfall Check Valve, & Concrete Headwall;
Considerable Underground Utilities Field Coordination (Essential Utilities & ECWSA);
Re-Established Homeowner Sump Pump Connections where Main Storm Sewer was Re-Aligned.
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Stormvxghtoﬁyrg’ What's nexte

z Formalize Articles of Incorporation & Complete Other Required Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania Paperwork;

z Finalize Inaugural Authority Board (1 elected official from each municipality plus 1 at-large):
Evans City — Mark Widdersheim
Harmony — Greg Such

Jackson Township — G. Allan Osterwise
Zelienople — Mary Hess
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At-Large — Dave Elluinger

Finalize & Adopt the SWBSWA By-Laws;

V1 Adopt an Initial Equivalent Residential Unit (ERU) Fee Rate;

Develop a 5-Year Capital Improvement Plan Based on Anticipated Annual Revenue;

Hire Administrative Assistant, Technical/Office Set-Up, Support Contracts, & Website Creation;
1 Work-Out Fee Billing Logistics & Issuance of First Bills;

V| Return of Start-Up Funds to Each of the Member Municipalities;

ﬂ 2025 Engineering Design Work; Possible Small Project Funding/Execution; and

¢ Grant Writing & Submissions (for Maximum Leverage of Funds Collected).
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